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GENERAL 
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MEETING 


of 


the 


on the 17th of December, 1783, 


For putting in Nomination a proper Perſon for repreſenting the County of Yor in Parliament, 
SAVILE, Bart. who had declined that Service, on Account of his ill State 


HE General Meeting of the Frecholders of this 

County, held at the Caſtile on the 1-th of December, 

1783, to nominate a proper Perſon to fill up the Va- 
cancy of Repreſentative for this County, in the Room of Sir 
George Savile, Bart. was numerous and reſpectable, 


The High Sheriff, having taken the Chair, addreſſed 
them, and called their Attention to the Butineſs for 
which they were convened, the Nomination of à proper 
Perſon to repretent the County in Parliament in the Room 
of Sir George Savile, whoſe Virtues, Abilitics, and Services 
he made the Subject of a juſt and clegant Panyegric,-and 
concluded by moving, That the warmeſt Acknowledgments 
of this Meeting be oftered to Sir George Saviie tor his Ser- 
vices, Which was unanimoully agreed to. 


Lord Surrey next roſe, and having firſt paid his Tribute to 
the eminent Worth of Sir George, and expretſed what all 
Men felt, the deepett Regret tor the ill State of Health 
which obliged him to withdraw his Parjjamentary Services 
tom the County, proceeded to enumerate the Qualihcations 
which ſhould be looked for in the Man that ſhouid be put in 
Nomination to ſuccecd him, an unexceptivnable private ard 
domeſtic Character, and where no great public Character 
has been ſuitained, fuch unequivocal Circumitances as 
mould demonſtrate his public Principles: In the firſt of 
theſe no Man was more happy than Mr. Folambe, and of 
the fecord he hid given ſuch Afdſurances a, might render 
him ſafcly to be relied on, for he had enrolicd his Name 
with theſe of numerous other moſt reſpettable Perſons al- 
tociated tor the Purpoſe of retorming the detective State of 
Parkamentary Kepretentation, which his Lurdihip confider- 
ed as the great Source of Corruption and all its Conſcquen— 
ces; he therefore moved, That F. F. Foljambe, of Ald- 
warke, Elq; be put in Nomination, 


Mr. Stanhope ſeconded this Motion, and gave, as a farther 
Reaton, that Mr, Fohambe being Nephew to Sir George Sa— 
vile, would have the Advantage of his ſage Counſel and Ex- 
perience ; and beftides this, his being nominated here would 
pour Balm into the bruized Frame of that invaluable Man. 


Mr. Cholmley expreſſed great Reſpect for Mr. Foljambe, 
but declared, that as he was a Member of an Aſſociation 
ielt-created, who make Laws for themſelves, and who have 
declared an Intent:on to make great Alterations in the Con- 
{titution, which he thought would overturn, or greatly im- 
pair it, he would vote againſt him. 


Mr. Drummond declared alſo his Diſapprobation of Mr. 
Foljambe, and tor much the ſame Reatons: He ſpoke of 
the Aſſociation with great Reſentment, and declared them a 
Party which had pretumcd to take upon themſelves to diate 
to this County, and to trample on the Kights ot the moit 
reſpettable Men init. He viltinguiſhed the Paritamentary 
Conduct of Sir George Savile with reſpect to the Butineſs 
of the County, and that of the Public at large; the tormer 
he applauded, but diſapproved ot the latter. 


fr, Feliambe now came forward, and having lamented 
tlic Occation of that Meeting, declared humiclt aware ot the 
a:duous lalk to which he was now. called, and of the 
Necetiity there was in thete Times tor Activity; that he was 
therctore retulved to exert hiniclt in their Service, it ferit to 
rarliament ; and that although he couid by no Means pre- 
tend to the Abilities or Experterce of Sir George Savile, h 


t hopcd to improve under lus Friendihip and Aſſiitance. 


\With recipe to the Objections brought againſt him by the 
o laſt Gentlemen, that he was a Member of Allociaiion, 
e was fo lar from cenying tht Fact, that he gtoried in having 
tiood foremoit in ſtemming that '4 orrent of Corruption which 


mad over wheauncd us at home, and had difmembered the Em- 


ure by the entire Leis of America; he declared that the 
Gentlemen with whom he had aſſociated, were as reſpec- 
*able and independent a Body uf Men as any who ihould ac- 
-uſe them; congratulated himfelf and them that they had 
viready done fome Good, and expreſſed a ſanguine Hope 
"hat they might yet do mane; they had tet ſome Bounds al- 
itady to Corruption, and their tarther Etforts, he athrmed, 
were not intended to alter, but to revive the Conſtitution : 
A Fact, wh:ch, with regard to the Duration of Parliament, 
as clear to erty Man, tor it was not ſo long unce they 
«tie, by their own Autnority, extended from three to ſeven 
+ £415, He then declared that it was not his intention to 
viter himtelf to any Party of Men, but on the broad Baſis of 
the Conſtitutic1i, which he reversd—to the Freeholders of 
the County at lage. He repeated his Retozution to ſet the 
Example ot Sir George Savite berore him; tu imitate it as far 
as he was able; and hoped, by Diligence end Attention, to 
o:\charge tlie ben he then tvicitcd with Honeity, and to 
(LET Solidla Gin, 


Mr. Puncunbe bore Teiimony to the Virtues and Abili- 
tis of his late ulltague, whote Lois he depiored, and whoſe 
lan political Act he declared to have been is Support given 
wo Mir. Pitt's Motion for the Reforin of Parliament; a Mo- 
LR made in Conſequence of the Petitions, of many Counties 
endes this, which, tho' fetpectable on Account of its Size, 
Was yet tar more fo en Account ot the Conduct of its Inha- 
Vitants, who Ruft called the Attention of the Public to the 
Corrupt Milmanagement ct their Attairs. He then icad a 


Lexrer from Sir George Savile, in which that excelent Man 


declared an Intention, as an individual Conttituert, to ſup- 


ort, at the Election, the ler fon wiky uu be put in Nom!- 


nation at this hieciurg. 


General Hale, conſidering the vaſt Power and Confidence 
repoſed in Members of Part ament, expteſſed his With that 
an Oath of Office hould be required ct them taithtully to 
diſcharge their Fruit, and attend to the Inſtructions of their 
Conſtituents; that they mould be hound to the Repeal of 
all oppreſſive Laws, of which he enumerated but too many; 
and to reform the Cortuptions ot the Conſtitution, and, 
among thoſe, that great-!t Grit: vance, the Unequal Re- 
preientation of the People in Parliament, He approved of 
Mi. Foljambe. 


Col. Thornton could not patiently hear the Aſſociation, 
of which he was a Member, accuſed without Proof; he de- 
clared that he had never heard any hing drop trom the 
Gentlemen of that Body which was not perfectly Conſtitu 
tional, and defied any Man, who afferted to the contrary, 
to prove is Aﬀertion, It the Afﬀfociation had been illegal or 
unconſtitutional, we had lately a Miniſtry that would have 
left no Stone unturned to catch at it, which was Proot ſuf- 
icicnt of its Legality. 


Mr. Stanhope again roſe, and, in Anſwer to ſuch Objer. 
tions as were made ag inſt the Affociation, declared, that 
they were ſo far trom being a felt created ody, that they 
were an appointed Body, and appointed too by the moſt re- 
ſpetable Meeting of this Couiſty that, perhaps, was ever 
convened; a Meeting to which thoſe Gentlemen, who x42 
objected; then gave the Sanction of their own Attendance 
that they had already done ſome, and, he truſted, they 
would perſevere tiil they thould do more Good, He highly 
applauded both the public Principles and well-known private 
Character or Mr. Foljainbe. ' 


Mr. Wyvill expreſſed his hearty Approbation of Mr. Fol- 
jambe, and then proceeded to call upon Lord Fauconberg to 
prove the Charges which it had appeared to the Committee 
of Aſſociation he had, previous to the Meeting, brought 
againſt them, „ it hat they uſed Deception, and dictated to 
the County, —on which 


The Earl of Fauconberg came forward, and though he ad. 
mitted his Preſence, as a Peer and Lord Lieutenant, would 
have been improper on the Day of Election, contended for 
his Kight as a Freeholder, to appear and be heard on the 
Day of only putting a Candidate in Nomination. He then 
averred that he ſpoke as a Freehoider, and that howeveg Gam 
tlemen might think a Society, called an Aſſociation of the 
County of York, legal, he would venture to ſay it was not 
legal, none being ſo but what the Laws of the Land autho- 
rize; and the Laws ſay, that where a Grievance is, the 
Counties can apply to the Sheriffs to call a Meeting, but the 
Sheriffs may judge of the Propriety and retuſe to call; the 
Right of Petitioning, however, he did not diſpute. With 
reſpect to Afﬀociations, he allowed their poſſible Legality, 
and exemplifcd it by that of the Lords and Commons at the 
Time of the Revolution, when the King abdicated the Crown 
and threw the Great Seal into the ihames; but could the 
ſame Nec2lity be now ſuppoſed, when ſuch a Head as that 
of our preſent Monarch is encircled with the Imperial 
Crown; a Monarch who, upon the Declaration of Parlia- 
ment, that his own Inilecnce had increaſed, and was in- 
reaſing, immediately ſaid, ** Let the Zacreſcences be lopper 
off, and afterwards gave his Aſſent that they ſhould be ſo? 
He conlidered the Me-ting of the committee on the preced- 
ing Day as a Controul on the preſent Proceedings, which he 
deemed illegal. —iHe ſpoke of vir George Savile with great 
ReſpeR, the-Loſs oi whoſe Services he deeply regretted, 


Mr. Wyvill declared that his Lordſhip's Reply did not come 
up to his Qucition ; he had atked where were the Heceptions 
charged againſt the Aſſociation, but not being anſwered, he 
had now a Right to preſume he cannot be anſwered. With 
reſpe& to the Legality which had been impeacbed, he beg- 
ged Leave to thew that the Word /ega/ was not confined only 
to Things required or ordered by Law, for that it equally 
and more ordinarily ſignified Things permitted by Law, and 
that in a free Meeting this is its neceſſary Meaning, anc 
conſequently that a Meeting formed for the Purpoſes of in. 
ſtructing their Repreſentatives, or of agreeing in a Reſolution 
not to ſupport thuſe who will not ſupport the Conſtitution, 
is perſeckiy and ſtrictly legal, otherwiſe this is not a free 
Country. He allowed tho' that an Affociation is not now ſo 


Neceſſity however ſubſiſted and was apparent; ies Uſe was 
obvious from that very Vote of the Houſe of Commons 
which had been quoted, for it was obtained from that Houſe 
by the Affociation. The Legality of that Body too he ſaid 
might appear from another Circumſtance, the Crown Lawyers 
had contulted on the Means of ſuppreſſing it, but on Con- 
ſultation, did not find it right to proceed againſt it, With 
regard to the Controul laid to the'r Charge, he declared they 
had met the Day before as uſual in all former Cafes, they 
had met the Day before the Meeting on the laſt Election, 
that ſtanding as he and the Committee did, reſponſible to 
the County, Controul would ill become them ; that the 
Nomination of a Cardidate was not ſo much as thought of 
by the Committee, and therefore that to affert they had met 
to controul this Meeting, is not ſounded. Mr. Wyvill then 
propoſed a Renewal of the County's Petition for a more 
equal Repreſentation 


Names, but tew that he knew to be Freeholcers or Men ot 
Weight; Fetitions that ſtated Evils which did not exiſt; 
and theſe he confidered as Deceptions. He withed Mr, Pun- 


] combe had not been chen by the Means of the Atſoc.ation, 


indiſpentibly neceſſary as at the Time of the Revolution, a, 


| 


Lord Fauconherg ſaid he had ſeen Petitions with many 


, 
64 
* 
1 
. 


as he was a Man fo perfeQly agreeable to every Deſcription 
of Perſons, that he was certain he would not have had a diſ 

ſenting Vote in the County, — Fhere was, however, his Lord 

ſhip allowed, one Abuſe which he could as warmly wiſh to 
ſee reformed as the Afociation itſelf, and then declated him 

ſelf ready to concur in Meaſures for a Reform in Partia- 
ment. This Aoment, he athrmed, requires the Aſſiſtance 
of the firſt Characters in the County, and it the Neature 
ſhall ever come to the Houſe wire he tits, he gave an Af- 
ſurance that he will there do his Duty to the Public, tor 
furely the Veople are not reprefented, w hen- Members of Par 

liament are made in private Families, the Owner himteli 
either fits for a Borough that is lis Property, or corruptly 
ſells his Sear to ſome Perſon who buys it of kim; and venal 
Boroughs, his Lordihip obterved, thould be made to tk 
into the Counties, and tlie Counties mould not bs repre 

ſented by only two, their Commerce and other Butincls te- 
quite four or ſix Members to tranfact it in Pazliament, In 

ſtead of maintaining 2 Difference with them, he would give 
the Aſſociation his Thanks, it they would bring about a 
Parliamentary Reform. 


Mr. Tooker waz greatly pleaſed to find that the Noble 
Lord had given his Approbation to the Principles of the 
Aſſociation, which was tormed to produce the very Points 
he wiſhed to ſee effected. he Influence of the Crown hat 
been ſupported in the Houſe of Commons; it was confett-d 
in that Houſe, and that Reſolution by which it was firit 
checked would never have been carried but for our Aſſocia 
tion, and it is due to our Alluciation that we have ſeen great 
Characters committed upon great Points. He declared the 
Houſe of Commons not to be the Repreſentatives of the 
People, they were only the Reprefentatives ot private Fa- 
milics, a Scat in that Houſe was an Article of Commerce:; 
and now what has Aſſociation done? they have never loft 
bight of this great Grievance, Ile did not expect to hear of 
a ſelf-created Committee, nor of its Illegality; he wiſhed, 
however, that it might be remarkcd, that the utmoſt Zeal 
of their Opponents had not been able to object to a fingle 
Fact againſt that Committee, in any one of their Tranſac- 
tions, as a juſt Ground of Ditſatistaction, a Circumſtance 
amounting to the moſt honourable Acquittal. He declared 
that on the Day before no Mention was made in the Com- 
mittee of a Candidate; proteſſed his Pleaſure in finding Mr. 
Fohambe now propoſed, as highly qualified to diſcharge the 
Truit they were about to repoſe in him, 


Sir W. Milner highly approved of the Gentleman nomi- 
nated ; he anſwered Lord Fauconberg's Charge, that the Pe- 
titions of the County were not ſigned by many Names of 
Weight, by ſaying that it was a Petition framed in a Meeting 
in which the greateſt Number of Perſons of Weight had ap- 
peared, that had ever been known to attend at any County 
Meeting, and that it had been ſigned by very far the Ma. 
jority of them; he obſerved that there were preſent at thi; 
Time many Perſons who had heretofore abſented themſelves, 
and that as every Meeting of the County was open to them, 
their not appearing to oppoſe might juſtly be conſidered as a 
Mark of their Approbation. 


Mr. Withers juſtified the Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen 
who ſigned the Requifition for calling the previous Meeting 
of the Committee of Aſſociation. He declared they had not 
exceeded their Authority, or done any Act tending to cen- 
troul the Voice of the Frecholders at the enſuing Election. 
He ſtated their Reaſons for calling ſuch previous Meeting, 
the principal of which was, that the Committee might tale 
into their Conſideration the Prepriety of propotirg to the 
County a Renewal of their Petition to Parliament at the 
General Meeting held for the Election, inſtead of deterring 
that Eulincſs to the *th ef January. 


Mr. Drummord excuſed his Abſence, as the Meetings 
had not the SanQicn cf a Call from the High Sheriff, 


Mr. Hill did not conſider the Preſence of the Sheriff as 
neceſſary to legalize a Meeting; he ſupported this Opinion by 
a Caſe in Point and Judgincnt upon it. He was happy tv 
hear Lord Fauconberg pledge himſelf as a Friend to the Ob- 
jets of Aſſociation, therenow ſubſiſted no farther Difierence 
than a Name between them, and he would willingly meet 
the Noble Lord, it he ſhould addreſs him in the Language 
of the Pot, Komeo quit thy Name, 

And in Exchange, I'll give thee ail myſcif, 


Mr. Prummond thought a Mestipg without a Sheriff not 
a County Mecting, but only a Meeting of the Frecholders, 
who, however, he owned, inight meet.—-But 


Mr. Stanhope thought the Abſence of a Sheriff coold 
hardly make a Meeting of ail the Freeholders of a County 
nut a County Meeting. 


Lord Surrey deſired that if any Gentleman had a Name to 
propoſe, he would do it now, before the Queition was put 
on Mr, Foljambe. 

Mr. Drummond had no Perſon to propoſe ; he defired, 
however, not to be conſidered as acquieſcing in Mr. Fol- 
jambe's Nomination—be would give his Negative to prevent 
the Ccncurrence ct tue Mecetir:g being unanimous. 


Mr. Chelmley agreed with Mr. Drummond. 
The Queſtion was now put on Mr, Folj}ambe, and it evas 
Reſulved, I hat Exam ot Heep Porjzannay, of Ald- 
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| 
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of YORK; 


in the Room of Sir GEORGE 
of Health. 


ware, in this County, Fſq; be put in Nontination 45-2 
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proper Perion to repretent this ountry in Paritaiticut, in the 


Place of Sir. George Savile, bat —On whicli 


Mr, Tolar expreſſed his warmeſt Gratitude, 


and de 
clared that, it ciccted, 


it ſhould be the Study of his Lite 1 
ditcharge his Duty to his Conſtituents taithfuily and honc tt 
ly; and concludct with returning his i kanks to Lurd Surry 
who lad propotcd, and the reft- of thy Meeting who kad 
tupportcd aum. 

Nt, Vivi now rofe 2gain, to more the Qucſtion. dt 
which he had previcuſly given Netive. He declined retum 
ing the Subject of Aﬀociation, . as ſo much had been alrcady 
aid upon it this Lay, he thought, however, the hleafures his 
had to propoſe, weie as ncecfary en this Day as ever they 
had been; and, if called upon, was ready to enter into the 
I'ro0ls,-Hc ov ned, however, that be (elt himfelt in a dit 
agtecable Sitvation as a pretefiionat Man, and wiſhed to b: 
indulged in ſaying atew Words on that Schject, as he very 
well knew that many Perfons entertained Ficqudices againtt 
Clerzymen who took a Part in public Buſinels. At theke 
ginning of theſe Mectings he was aware of this, but he was 
not ſo much atraid ot their Cenſure, as lic was deſirous of ci 
charging his own Duty to the Public; ner could he fee that 
Clergymen who were equally concerned, and had an equal 
Right with other Freedholders, were liable to Blame for 
flanding forward with other Gentlemen in Support cf what 
they took to be the Intereſt of their Country, provided they 
are always attentive to the Integrity ct their Fiinciples, the 
D:concy ot their Conduct, and the Leon! of the hMeifure in 
which they engage. "that, conſcious of his own Mctives, 
he had no Difkculty to fland furth, and would reft his be - 
tence againſt all ſuch illiberal and narrow Cenſures in a Re- 
tleetion, that he had ated in this whole Buſincſs as cand. 
an -:neft and d. ſintereted Man. 11 however,” he addul, 
tall ever fee the Grounds of the Affociation ſhifted, ard 
Meaſures taken, which, in my [udgment, mutt produce Vio- 
lence and Commotion; or it, cn the other Hand, | (hall ever 
be convinced trom the general Liſpot tion of the Country, 
and that of this County im particular, that no Good is to be 
expected from Puſeverance, I plecoe mvicit to this Mceting, 
that 1 will retire,” He however proſciled an equally deter- 
mined Reſolution to continue his Services, and to CO-Ope- 
rate with the County, ſo long as they continucd to him the 
Appointment they had already afſ.gned, and acted in the 
ſame Manner in which they had heretofore done. 


Mr. Wyvill's two Propoſiticns were now read, ard the 
firſt, * for renewing the Application of this County to Par- 
* liament for a More Fair and Equal Kepreſentaticn of the 
Pcople, paſſed without Alteratior.—to the ſecond, which 
moved ** to inſtruct the Committee of Aflociation to pre - 
** pare a Petition accordivgly, to be laid before the next 
* Mecting of the County,” and which was ſeconded by 
Mr. Atlicrpe, 


Lord Fauconberg objzeted—he ercatly wiſhed ſor Una- 
nimity in the Vurivit ot ſo echirable an Object as a Reicr- 
mation of Parhament, but would not yet acknewledge the 
Afleciation, He cxpreſſed his great Satis{aQtion that his Fa- 
milies had derived their lighcſt Honours from King Williant 
in the very Year of the Revolution, and, an.org many other 
Terms of Applauſe, complimented I cid Surrey in baving 
this Pay, like an hencſt Man, prepoſed an honett Nian (Mr, 
Foljambe) 1cr the Nomination of this Aſſembly. Le witked 
for ſome Method in which all might concur, 


Mr. Wyvill, therefore, inſtead cf inſiſting cn the par- 
ticular Committee to be appointed to Ciaw up the Petitien, 
(for which Leave had been given) defired that any ſevin 
Gentlemen then preſent might be appointed ro prepate and 
report it to the next Meeting, on which Lord Suircy, Le: 
Fauconberg, Mr. Strickland, Mr. Maſon, Mr. Wvvill, Mr. 
Tooker, and Mr. Stanhope weile named a Conmattee ler 
that Purpcic, 


Lord Surrey moved now that the lateſt poMble Pay might 
be appointed tor the Election, as that Day would come 
nearett to the Sth of January, on which the Pedy of the 
County had betore intended to have met, and contequently 
the Day of Gion won!td prove the moſt convenient Sub 
ititure for the other which worlki thus become unnecctaty, 
as the Boinc deſigned to be tranſafted cn the Sth, might 
as well be done then, and '{ime would be thus allowed tor 
a General Netice, Lud Surrcy was ſorry and hurt that 
Deceptions had been laid to the Charge of a Fody with 
Which he ated, and of which he was a Member; but defiret 
it might be remembered that the Charge was not proved ; 
end concluded by declaring that if any Verſon ſhould. ac 
any ſubf-quent County Meeting. meve to Gificlve the Aſlo- 
ciation, he would there eppote- the Motion with his Nega- 
tive; bur thar, un the contrary, to any Motion for its Con— 
tinuance he would give his firin Support, 


+ he Sheriff then propoſed the firſt Day cf January, both 
for the Eledion and receiving the renewed Petition of the 
County, trom the Connnittce appointed to prepare it, which 
was agre*1t9.,Aiter which Lord Fauconbete moved 1cr the 
Thanks of the County to the High Sheriff, which paſſed una- 
nimouſly. Ard t!.us, in Conſequence of an Opportunity 10 
explain on the one Side, and Candour ſufficient to lar and 
be convinced on the aner, the Buſineſs of the Day, which 
tad at Fift ceeafiunad a Nebate of jene Warmth, was has 
pily concluded in pie Harmony, ard w;th the Cenul al 
342 $ta\ ton; 


